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Dear Inspector General Skinner and Assistant Director Moynihan:

I am writing to request that your offices conduct thorough investigations into
troubling allegations of warrantless searches, racial profiling, and unlawful detentions by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) personnel out of the Detroit Field Office.
The allegations of abuse and misconduct by the Alliance for Immigrants Rights &
Reform Michigan (AIR)—which have been the subject of media attention and led to
Director Morton’s trip to Michigan to meet with community groups—raise serious
concerns about whether the Detroit Field Office is regularly violating constitutional and
civil rights guarantees and ignoring ICE’s own policies and priorities.

According to press accounts, ICE agents have recently performed immigration
enforcement actions at Detroit-area schools, terrifying students, teachers, and parents.
Nira J. Warikoo, Feds: Detroit Immigration Agents May Have Broken Rules with School
Raid, DETROIT FREE PRESS, Apr. 8, 2011. If true, such actions would be in violation of
long-standing and well-developed agency policy generally prohibiting enforcement
actions at such sensitive community locations. See Julie L. Myers, Field Guidance on
Enforcement Actions or Investigative Activities At or Near Sensitive Community
Locations, July 3, 2008. Reports also have surfaced that Field Offices personnel have
stopped people on the basis of their race or ethnicity, conducted warrantless searches of
residences, and detained U.S. citizens and immigrants without cause. See, e.g., Oralandar
Brand-Williams, Feds Accused of “Stalking” Immigrants, THE DETROIT NEWS, Apr. 7,
2011.

ICE has admitted that some of its recent actions appear to have been ‘inconsistent
with policy and our standards and priorities’ and has indicated that it is conducting a
review. See Feds: Detroit Immigration Agents May Have Broken Rules with School



Raid. However, the seriousness of these allegations and the alleged pattern of abuse and
misconduct such as this requires an independent investigation. Therefore, I ask that your
offices investigate these allegations to look not only into individual instances of

- misconduct by officers and supervisory personnel, but also into the alleged pattern of
misconduct. '

Parents should not be afraid to take their children to school, people should not be
afraid that ICE will enter their homes without a warrant, and U.S. citizens should not be
afraid that they will be subjected to racial profiling and unlawfully detained. Real
consequences must follow any findings of abuse, and I look forward to your offices
undertaking this important project. Please direct responses and any questions to the
Committee on the Judiciary, B-351 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC
20515 (tel: 202-225-6906; fax: 202-225-7682). Thank you for your prompt attention to
this matter. '

Sincerely,

John Conyers,
Ranking Memb
House of Representatives

Committee on the Judiciary

cc:  Rep. Lamar Smith
Chairman



